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Nicaraguan, in Washington, Says
He Was Tortured by Sarndinistas

WASHINGTON, April 23 — Pruden-
cio Baltodano wears a white cloth over
 his ears to cover scars that be said re-
main from being tortured by Nicara-
guan Army forces in Fe! .

Mr. Baltodano, who says be was a
Pentecostal preacher and farmer in El
Tendido near the Atlantic coast of
Nicaragua when he was attacked,
came to Washington recently under the
sponsorship of Nicaraguan rebels to
tell his story of torture to Congress, the
United Nations and the Organization of
American States. .

Mr. Baltodano is the latest Nicara-

or Salvadoran to come to Wash-
on under the auspices of an organi-
Zations either favoring or opposing

:‘c:, 'obeen ::mmitt:.by overmmen,
ve government
forces or rebels in the region. The goal
of these visits is to try to influence pub-
lic and Congressional sentiment about
Central America. :
Last year, several Nicaraguans who

B |said they had been mistreated by
& | United States-supported rebeis were
' | brought to Washington by

ts of

B8 | United States covert activities and

§. | were made available to reporters for

interviews. .
‘ Wants to Testify

mMrs Baltodano said in .t:m interview
t he wants to testify about repres-
sion in his homeland, and about how

bayoneted in the neck for no a
reason other than his religious beliefs.
A kesman for the Nicaraguan
Embassy, 1solda Hurtado, said that the
Government had no knowledge of Mr.
Baltodano or of the attack he de-
scribed. “It is another story made
by the contras to discredit Nicaragua,”
she said, referring to the Nicaraguan

3% ‘*x}: | rebel forces by the name under which

they are known in Central America.
The Nicaraguan Permanent Com-

E:3 ' mission on Human Rights has inter-
¢’ viewed Mr. Baltodano and considers

opr

United States policy in Central Amer- |

one of his ears was cut off and he was
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Miss Hurtado, ‘the embassy spokes-
man, said the contmission had no legal
standing as 8 bucnan rights i
tion. She said tne il:gqltilmte uman
Tights organizatitac icaragua is the
National Commission to Pmmote‘m and
Protect Buman Rughts.

Abuses sre Alleged

Roberto Perrey.. a spokesman for a
Nicaraguan rebe: proup based in Costa
Rica, said that une treatment of Mr.
Baltodano was a reefiection of abuses by
Governinent forees against religious
leaders and Misk:ite Indians in Nicara-
gua. Mr. Ferrey. who came with Mr.
Baltodano to Washington from Costa
Rica, said his reme! organization, the
l)emocrnticf Rewalutionary Alliance,
was paying for the wvisit to publicize the
Sandinista Goverzment'’s misdeeds.
Reagan Admims==ation officials and

{ o

Central Intelligemze Agency. Guerril
Jeaders in Costa Rica said last week
that this aid has imzjuded cash, It was
not clear whether money provided by
the C.1.A. was usaZ 1o bring Mr. Balto-
dano to Washingrer.

: Tied w0 2 Tree

Mr. Baltodano. srhose has scars on
his forehead and Deck and no left ear,
said he had done nxhing to provoke the
attack. “1 was a farmer and preach-
er.” be said. “I was not interested in

up | politics.*”

"Mr. Baltodano. 40 years oid, said a
unit of the Nicaraguan Army seized
him and a friend early in February —
he does Dot recal: the exact date —
while they were hailding a shelter for
their families. He said the families
were fleeing from fighting between
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Prudencio Baltodano saying
was tortured by the Sandinistas.

Government forces and rebels.

diers tied him to a tree, warning him,
*“You don't know what we do to evan-
gelical ors. We are Communists

dano said he was a pastor in the Unified

;mtemﬂuwm jon, oneho! ’: number
evange grou icara

that have attnctedaﬁr;e followin gg.ua

He sajd he did not know the identities
of the soldiers who assaulted him, bu:
'Aﬁn: A came from & Nicaraguan

y .t

Mr. Baltodano said that although he
bled Jmmsely from the woundih in
2::” mmn. be was able to

through the for-
enwhenthesoldiersty ed.

Mr. Baltodano said he now lives in
Costa Rica. Mr. Ferrey said that Mr.
Baltodano would present his case to
members of Congress and talk to off;-
cials from the United Nations and Or-
ganization of American States.
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and don't believe in God.* Mr. Balto- |

h -

Mr. Baltodano said several of the so)- .
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